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Declaration on Exempted Development under Section 5 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 
 

Ref No. D/227/25 

Applicant Jerome Cohalan 

Description Whether the installation of a new external door to the rear of a 
building is exempted development 

Location Middle Square, Macroom, Co. Cork, P12 TX30  

 

A response to the further information request was received on 1/4/25. 

The applicants state that they are very conscious of the ACA status. It is confirmed 
that the proposed door will be a 4panel door, with no side or over door glazing. It is 
a hardwood door. 

The Conservation Officer has considered the response and is satisfied with the 
proposals.  

On the basis of the information submitted it is considered that the proposed 
development can be considered as works which will not materially affect the 
character of the structure, neighbouring structures or the character of the area and 
therefore come within the scope of  

 
Conclusion 

WHEREAS a question has arisen as to whether the installation of a new external door 
to the rear of a building is development and is or is not exempted development: 

AND WHEREAS Cork County Council, in considering this referral, had regard 
particularly to – 

• Sections 2, 3, 4 and Section 82 (1) of the Planning and Development Act, 
2000, as amended 

• Article 9 (1) Restrictions on exemption of the Planning and Development 
Regulations 2001, as amended.  

The Planning Authority has concluded that: 

• The installation of a new external door to the rear of a building is 
development and is exempted development in accordance with Section 
4(1)(h) and Section 82(1) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as 
amended.  
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Comments from Conservation Officer 
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Declaration on Exempted Development under Section 5 of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 
 

Ref No. D/227/25 

Applicant Jerome Cohalan 

Description Whether the installation of a new external door to the rear of a 
building is exempted development 

Location Middle Square, Macroom, Co. Cork, P12 TX30  

 
This application is querying whether the installation of a new external door to the 
rear of a building is exempted development.  
 
Site location and background to the referral 
The site is located at Middle Square in Macroom town centre. The property is 
fronting north onto Main Street, Macroom and backing onto South Square. It is a 
3storey property which is located within an ACA (Architectural Conservation Area) 
and is adjacent to Murphys Pub Laneway which is included in the Record of 
Protected Structures.  
 
The property is within an area zoned for Town Centre/Neighbourhood Centre use. 
Works are underway on site to renovate the building. A new entrance door is 
required to facilitate access to the stairs to the first and second floors. 
 
The question posed in this application is whether the installation of a new external 
door to the rear of a building is exempted development. 
 

Statutory Provisions  

Planning and Development Act, 2000 

In order to assess this proposal, regard has to be had to the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended.  

In Section 2 (1) of the Act  

“alteration” includes – 

(a) plastering or painting or the removal of plaster or stucco, or 

(b) the replacement of a door, window or roof, 

That materially alters the external appearance of a structure so as to render the 
appearance inconsistent with the character of the structure or neighbouring 
structures; 

“works” are interpreted as including “any act or operation of construction, 
excavation, demolition, extension, alteration, repair or renewal and, in relation to a 
protected structure or proposed protected structure, includes any act or operation 
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involving the application or removal of plaster, paint, wallpaper, tiles or other 
material to or from the surfaces of the interior or exterior of a structure”.  

Section 3(1) of the Act states the following in respect of ‘development’:  

“In this Act, ‘development’ means, except where the context otherwise requires, the 
carrying out of any works on, in, over or under land or the making of any material 
change in the use of any structures or other land.”  

Section 4(1) of the Act states that ‘the following shall be exempted developments for 
the purposes of this Act—  

(h) development consisting of the carrying out of works for the maintenance, 
improvement or other alteration of any structure, being works which affect only the 
interior of the structure or which do not materially affect the external appearance of 
the structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent with the character of the 
structure or of neighbouring structures’;  

Section 57 relates to works effecting the character of a protected structure or a 
proposed protected structure.  

Section 57 (1) states that; 

Notwithstanding section 4 (1)(h), the carrying out of works to a protected structure, 
or a proposed protected structure, shall be exempted development only if those 
works would not materially affect the character of  

(a) the structure, or  

(b) any element of the structure which contributes to its special architectural, 
historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical 
interest. 

Section 82 (1) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 states; 

“Notwithstanding section 4(1) (h), the carrying out of works to the exterior of a 
structure located in an architectural conservation area shall be exempted 
development only if those works would not materially affect the character of the 
area”. 

Planning & Development Regulations, 2001, as amended  
Article 6(1) of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001 as amended states as 
follows:-  

“Subject to article 9, development of a class specified in column 1 of Part 1 of 
Schedule 2 shall be exempted development for the purposes of the Act, provided 
that such development complies with the conditions and limitations specified in 
column 2 of the said Part 1 opposite the mention of that class in the said column 1.”  

Article 9(1) of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001 as amended, provides 
a number of scenarios whereby development to which article 6 relates shall not be 
exempted development for the purposes of the Act.  

Article 9 (1) states; 
Development to which article 6 relates shall not be exempted development for the 
purposes of the Act –  
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(a) if the carrying out of such development would - 

“further to the provisions of section 82 of the Act, consist of or comprise the carrying 
out of works to the exterior of a structure, where the structure concerned is located 
within an architectural conservation area or an area specified as an architectural 
conservation area in a development plan for the area or, pending the variation of a 
development plan or the making of a new development plan, in the draft variation of 
the development plan or the draft development plan and the development would 
materially affect the character of the area,” (Article 9(1)(xii)). 

Cork County Development Plan, 2022. 

The subject site is located within the development boundary of the town of 
Macroom and is zoned for Town Centre/Neighbourhood Centre use. The site is also 
located within the designated Architectural Conservation Area for the town.  

Chapter 16 of the Development Plan includes policies and objectives relating to ACAs 
and objective HE16-18 is considered relevant.  

Assessment 

The Question posed is whether the installation of a new external door to the rear of 
a building is exempted development.  
 
I am satisfied that the query relates to the ‘rear’ of the building.  

Is or is not development? 

It is considered that the proposed ‘works’ to be undertaken i.e. installation of a new 
external door would amount to ‘development’, the issue to be considered is whether 
the development is exempted development.  

Is or is not exempted development? 

Of potential relevance is section 4(1)(h) which provides as follows;  
 
(h) ‘development consisting of the carrying out of works for the maintenance, 
improvement or other alteration of any structure, being works which affect only the 
interior of the structure or which do not materially affect the external appearance of 
the structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent with the character of the 
structure or of neighbouring structures; 
and  

Section 82 (1) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 which states; 

“Notwithstanding section 4(1) (h), the carrying out of works to the exterior of a 
structure located in an architectural conservation area shall be exempted 
development only if those works would not materially affect the character of the 
area”.  

In order to fully assess whether the development can be considered as works which 
will not materially affect the character of the structure, neighbouring structures or 
the character of the area further information is required.  
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The Conservation Officer recommends that further information be requested in 
order to properly assess whether the proposed works would materially affect the 
character of the structure, or the area.  

Conclusion 

Further information is required before a determination can be made as to whether 
or not the proposed works constitute exempted development. 

Please provide additional detail and material specifications for the proposed 
changes. In devising these specifics, the applicant should note that the development 
is within an ACA and in proximity to an RPS site. Care should be taken to ensure that 
the new opening is appropriate in scale and proportion (reflective of the scale and 
proportion of nearby historic doors and doorways) and that the specifics of the 
materials proposed are in keeping with the material pallet of the town (preference 
for timber panel doors with simple reveals). 

 
____________________________ 

Carol Stack, 

Area planner. 

19/3/25 
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Appendix 1 - photo of rear of building in question 
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Google maps image from 2019 



D227/25 – ARCHAEOLOGIST REPORT 

Hi Angela / Carol 

Although the proposed development is located within the Historic Town and Zone of 
Archaeological Potential around same (as detailed below), the nature of what is being 
proposed is such that no impacts to archaeology would occur.  
The proposed development would be exempt from an archaeological perspective.  

Regards,  
Annette Quinn |  Oifigeach Seandálaíochta |   Pleanáil agus 
Chomhshaoil Comhairle Contae Chorcaí | Halla an Chontae | Corcaigh | T12 
R2NC | Éire
www.corkcoco.ie 
Tairseach na gcustaiméirí: www.yourcouncil.ie 

mailto:annette.quinn@corkcoco.ie
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=965&r=show&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.corkcoco.ie%2F&t=cff26488cd1c599a8ccb74d6fe4efb3f864caae4
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=965&r=show&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yourcouncil.ie%2F&t=ddc5dfe0d90eace2e9738820ef45a12c5d746ec6


Conservation Report – D/227/25 – 06/03/2025 
 
Re D/227/25 application. As Angela noted the site is in proximity a protected lane (Record of 
Protection No. 2386 – Murphy’s Pub Laneway) and is in the Macroom Architectural Conservation 
Area. I do not object in principle to the idea of changing the window to a door as the feature is 
within a modern addition, however I do need additional detail for what exactly is proposed to ensure 
the works won’t impact the character of the ACA and therefore are actually exempt.  
I recommend FI as follows: 
  
Please provide additional detail and material specifications for the proposed changes. In devising 
these specifics, the applicant should note that the development is within an ACA and in proximity to 
an RPS site. Care should be taken to ensure that the new opening is appropriate in scale and 
proportion (reflective of the scale and proportion of nearby historic doors and doorways) and that 
the specifics of the materials proposed are in keeping with the material pallet of the town 
(preference for timber panel doors with simple reveals). 
  
Elena 
  
  
Dr Elena Turk |  Oifigeach Caomhantais Ailtireachta |   Pleanáil agus Comhshaol 
Comhairle Contae Chorcaí | Halla an Chontae | Corcaigh | T12 R2NC | Éire 
www.corkcoco.ie 
Tairseach na gcustaiméirí: www.yourcouncil.ie 

  
Dr Elena Turk | Architectural Conservation Officer |  Planning and Environment 
Cork County Council | County Hall | Cork | T12 R2NC | Ireland 
www.corkcoco.ie    
Customer Portal: www.yourcouncil.ie 
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https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=965&r=show&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yourcouncil.ie%2F&t=ddc5dfe0d90eace2e9738820ef45a12c5d746ec6























